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GVSU's Berkowitz, Poitras 
Aid Grand Rapids Drug Prevention Program 
Irving Berkowitz, director of the School 
of Social Work, and Ronald Poitras, director 
of the Social Sciences Research Center of 
GVSU, assisted in bringing together a 
federally-funded project to combat drug abuse, 
gang membership, and juvenile crime in 
Grand Rapids. 
The Advisory Center for Teens' Youth 
Gang Drug Prevention Program received a 
$150,000 grant recently to help youths in two 
major high-risk sectors of Grand Rapids resist 
gangs and drugs. Others. involved in the 
program, which has a total budget of more 
than $300,000, include the Grand Rapids 
Police Department and Youth Commonwealth, 
Inc., mental health agencies and cultural 
organizations. 
"The association between drugs and youth 
crime is a well-established one," Berkowitz 
said. "Several agencies in Grand Rapids 
decided to get together to deal with that 
through drug prevention, for youths at risk 
because of gang pressure and poverty; and 
through intervention, to decrease the use of 
drugs by those already seriously involved with 
substance abuse." 
Berkowitz and Poitras played critical roles 
in the grant process by evaluating the need 
for a project such as the Youth Gang Drug 
Prevention Program. Their work enabled the 
Advisory Center for Teens to receive the 
federal grant. 
Their job is not yet complete, however. 
Revealing the extent of the problem prior to 
implementation of the drug prevention 
program will allow them to determine its 
effect on drug- and gang-related crime, as 
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well as evaluate the participants' success rate, 
after the project is completed. GVSU students 
will assist Poitras and Berkowitz in this 
evaluation. 
The prevention program will be carried out 
at two community recreation centers operated 
by Youth Commonwealth, Inc. (a non-profit 
organization under the direction of the Grand 
Rapids Police Department). The Westside 
Center (252 Indiana N.W.) and the Seidman 
Center (139 Crofton S.E.) are located in 
poverty-stricken neighborhoods. Gangs have 
formed in these areas and drug use is 
increasingly visible. 
The prevention program will use youth and 
parents as positive role models for at-risk 
young adults. Peer counselors from the two 
neighborhoods will be employed by the 
centers to build self-esteem and divert them 
from gang involvement. 
The Grand Rapids Police Department will 
continue on-site involvement at the centers, 
and parent volunteers, neighborhood 
associations, and crime-prevention workers 
will assist the centers in fulfilling their goals: 
preventing gang involvement, increasing the 
self-esteem of at-risk youth, and preventing 
and reducing drug abuse among actual and 
prospective gang members. 
Drug use commonly influences one's social 
and economic status, and the high incidence 
of poverty and minority-related problems these 
Grand Rapids youth experience put them at 
extreme risk. 
The Youth Gang Drug Prevention Program 
will offer them a positive alternative to crime 
and substance abuse. 
International Studies Notes 
Symposium Proposals Due 
February 19 
The biannual GVSU/University of 
Yugoslavia symposium will be conducted May 
21-23 in Yugoslavia. The probable (though 
tentative) topic will be "The University 
Tomorrow." Faculty interested in presenting 
papers should submit a one-page abstract to 
Al Walczak, director oflnternational Studies 
(120 AuSable Hall), by February 19. For 
more information, call ext. 3898. 
Across Campus 
Polderman Joins GVSU's 
Counseling Center Staff 
Kathy Polderman has joined GVSU as 
coordinator of Alcohol Education. Poldennan 
is a substance abuse prevention specialist with 
a master's in education and a post-graduate 
specialty in substance abuse. Grand Valley's 
newly created Office of Alcohol Education, 
funded by a federal grant, is housed within 
the Counseling Center (152 Commons). The 
office coordinates alcohol programming, 
Faculty Informational Meeting on 
Taiwan Set for February 7 
An informational meeting for faculty 
interested in teaching or researching at the 
National Chengchi University in Taiwan will 
be held February 7 from noon to 1 p.m; in 
113 AuSable Hall. Questions will be 
answered by Al Walczak, director of 
International Studies, and Kao-Chiao Hsieh, 
professor of sociology at Chengchi University. 
education and prevention. A self-help and 
substance abuse resource library is currently 
being developed. Classroom visits on a 
variety of substance abuse topics are available 
as well. 
The Counseling Center is always available 
to faculty, staff and students for substance 
abuse counseling and treatment. For more 
information on the Office of Alcohol 
Education, contact Polderman at 3266. 
Continued on page 2 
page2 
Across Campus 
Continued from page 1 
GVSU Approved As Chapter Site 
For National Computer Science 
Honorary Society 
The Mathematics/Computer Science 
department has been chartered to establish a 
chapter of Upsilon Pi Epsilon, the national 
honorary society for computer science. 
Upsilon Pi Epsilon is officially recognized 
as the only computer science honor society 
by the Association for Computing Machinery 
(ACM); similar recognition is expected from 
the IEEE Computer Society in 1990. 
Faculty Sketches 
Andrea Bostrom, associate professor of 
nursing, co-authored an article titled, "Staff 
Nurses' Attitudes Toward Nursing Research: 
A Descriptive Survey" for the November 
1989 issue of the Journal of Advanced 
Nursing. 
Terry Fisk, director of criminal justice 
training, offered a presentation on "Security 
Training and GVSU: The Challenges Ahead," 
for the western Michigan chapter of the 
American Society of Industrial Security in 
Grand Rapids on December 14. 
Alphonso Haynes, professor of social 
work, has been appointed by Kent County 
Community Mental Health to its African-
American Mental Health Task Force. 
Frances Kelleher, assistant professor of 
history, presented a paper titled, "The 
Construction of Gender and Professional 
Identity Among Teachers in France, 1880-
1914," at a January 10 conference sponsored 
by the Center for Interdisciplinary Research 
at the University of Bielefeld in the Federal 
Republic of Germany. 
Jitendra Mishra, professor of management 
in the Seidman School of Business, has 
authored "The Problems Managers Face," an 
article which appeared in the July/ August 
1989 issue of Management World. The 
American ArbitraJion Association Journal also 
carried the article, which was based on 
surveys of managers in west Michigan. 
Don Pottorff, professor of reading/educa-
tion in the School of Education, has been 
appointed to a three-year term to the Citizens 
Health Advisory Committee for the Forest 
Hills School District. 
"We are certainly pleased by this national 
level recognition of the computer science 
program at GVSU. In tum, we are now able 
to formally recognize our top computer 
science students," said Paul Jorgensen, 
associate professor of computer science. 
Jorgensen, faculty advisor to Upsilon Pi 
Epsilon, said letters of invitation will be sent 
to all qualified computer science students. 
Each year more than 1,200 of the nation's top 
computer science students are elected as 
Upsilon Pi Epsilon members. 
There are 92 chapters nationwide, and 
GVSU will be only the third university chosen 
in Michigan to host a chapter. 
Coming Events 
"1001 Black Inventions" 
At GVSU February 7 
A comedy musical portraying the many 
innovations African-Americans have 
contributed to society will be shown in the 
Louis Armstrong Theatre on February 7 from 
2 to 3:45 p.m. The Pin Points, a traveling 
drama troupe based in Washington, D.C., will 
put on the performance. The play, which is 
free and open to faculty, staff and students, 
is sponsored by the Black Student Union. 
Job Openings 
Executive. Administrative and Professional 
Corporate and Foundation Relations Assistant. 
WGVU/WGVK-TV and WGVU-FM. 
$20,200-$33,500. 
Clerical, Office and Technical 
Clerical Assistant, Registrar's Office. 
$8.36-$9.68. 
Cashier, Accounting Office. $7.84-$9.09. 
For more information, call the Human 
Resources Office, extension 2215 . Grand 
Valley State University is an Equal Opportuni-
ty, Affirmative Action employer. 
The GVSU chapter of Upsilon Pi Epsilon 
will be formally chartered in April. 
Leadership Award Nominations Due 
March 1 
Faculty and staff have until March 1 to 
submit nominations for the Kenneth R. 
Venderbush Student Leadership Award . 
Nominations of worthy seniors should be sent 
to the Dean of Students Office, 209 Kirkhof 
Center. The leadership award will be 
presented at the April 16 awards banquet. 
Comedy Group Performing 
February 8 
Authorized Personnel, a high-energy 
improvisation group, will bring its own brand 
of comedy to GVSU on February 8 at 9 p. m. 
at the Promenade Deck in the Kirkhof Center. 
Authorized Personnel combines traditional 
stand-up comedy with humorous skits and 
audience participation. The performance, 
sponsored by Student Life, is free and open 
to faculty, staff and students. 
Oak Room Menu 2/5-2/9/90 
Monday: Meatloaf, whipped 
potatoes, Mexican corn, 
chicken salad shell, 
broccoli/cheese soup. 
Tuesday: Stuffed chicken 
leg, Italian green beans, 
original club, vegetable 
beef soup. 
Wednesday: Beef stir fry, 
fried rice, carrots, chef 
salad, chicken noodle soup. 
Thursday: Italian Lasagna, 
broccoli spears, garden 
c 1 ub, pea soup. 
Friday: Cod Almondine, 
fried vermicelli, Cali-
fornia blend, trio salad 
plate, clam chowder. 
Calendar of Events 
Through February 6 
Calder Gallery features photographs by Lucas Samaras from 1969-87. For more 
information, call: ext. 3486. 
Monday, February 5 
Noon-1 p.m.: Lunchbreak features Grand Rapids Symphony Orchestra Brass Quintet 
at the Louis Armstrong Theatre. 
Tuesday, February 6 
11 a.m.-2 p.m.: Women's self-defense course in the Field House gymnasium. All 
women are welcome. 
Wednesday, February 7 
2 p.m.: A Martin Luther King, Jr. Birthday Celebration - a play, "1001 Black 
Inventions." Louis Armstrong Theatre. 
3-5 p.m.: Workshop: Planning for Graduate and Professional Education. 215 
Eberhard Center. 
6 p.m.: Dinner Theater: "Last of the Red-Hot Lovers," Kirkhof Center. For more 
information, call ext. 3295. 
Thursday, February 8 
6 p.m.: Women's basketball. GVSU at Northern, Marquette. 
8 p.m.: Men's basketball. GVSU at Northern, Marquette. 
Friday, February 9 
3 p.m.: Women's track. Grand Valley Invitational. 
Friday, February 9 - Friday, March 16 
Calder Gallery features "Abstract Painters from Chicago." For more information, 
call ext. 3486. 
Sunday, February 11 
10:30 a.m.: Dialogue worship. Portside Room, Kirkhof Center. 
3 p. m.: Faculty recital: Paul Grischke, clarinet, accompanied by Julianne Vanden 
Wyngaard, piano. 
6:30 p.m.: Catholic mass. 132 Lake Huron Hall. 
Monday, February 12 
Noon-1 p. m.: Lunchbreak features Leigh Howard Stevens, classic marimbist. A 
debut performance. 
3-5 p.m.: Workshop: Stress Management. 152 Commons. 
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Information for Faculty and Staff Sketches 
(name) (title) 
is the author of 
(name of journal or publisher) 
(date of publication) 
presented a paper entitled 
presented a workshop entitled 
exhibited/performed 
other (specify) 
at a meeting of 
(name of group or conference) 
in 
(location) 
(date of presentation) 
was appointed/elected 
(name of group) 
Telephone 
(Office and/or Department telephone) 
Complete and return to Public Relations, 24 Zumberge by 12 noon on Tuesday. 
Items may be submitted in other legi.ble fomtats. 
